LOS ANGELES DISTRICT
PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED ACTIVITY

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
AFFECTING FEDERAL LANDS

OPERATIONS BRANCH

Operations Branch Public Notice

Comment Period: November 16 - December 18, 2006


YOUTH LEAGUE ATHLETIC PARK

SANTA FE FLOOD CONTROL BASIN

LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Applicant
KARE Youth League

P.O. Box 662080

Arcadia, CA 91066-2080

Attention: Charles Parsons, Project Coordinator

626 442-1160
charlie@mountkare.org

Location
The proposed project is a new, recreational athletic park to be located on Corps of Engineers property at the intersected area between Santa Fe Dam, Arrow Highway, and the Interstate 605 freeway.  Santa Fe Dam is owned by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as part of the local flood management system for San Gabriel Valley, San Gabriel River watershed.  Santa Fe Flood Control Basin is located in Irwindale, CA (postal zip code 91706); the Basin is also bordered by Azusa and Duarte, and is north of Baldwin Park.  The proposed sports facility would be located on part or all of a 17-acre parcel of land, owned by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on what is now largely an isolated, remnant, naturally vegetated parcel that lies outside the flood control basin proper.  (See attached topographic map, Figure 1, and aerial photograph, Figure 2.)  This parcel was formerly a dam-tender’s homesite and still functions as a staging area for Corps Operations activities.  In addition to periodic use by Corps Operations, some of the parcel has also been used for years for informal outdoor recreation by walkers, bikers, joggers, equestrians, and bird-watchers.

Proposed Activity: Purpose and Need 
The KARE Youth League proposes one of two alternative developments at the Corps site.  The two alternatives are termed the Full Development Alternative and the Partial Development Alternative.  Full Development would involve approximately 16.79 acres and Partial Development would involve approximately 11.5 acres.  The proposed field complex would be accessed from Arrow Highway.  Continued access would be preserved for hikers and recreational equestrians along an existing trail/maintenance road at the western edge of the property.  Access would also be preserved for utility access at the Interstate 605 freeway undercrossing and for Corps Operations activities as needed in the northwest area of the site.  The Full Development footprint would include 7.8 acres of remnant sage scrub habitat while Partial Development would utilize 2.5 acres of the habitat on site.

The proposed development for each alternative is outlined below. 

Full Development (serving approximately 1,000+ children):


4 soccer/football fields (ranging from 80 feet by 150 feet, to 168 feet by 360 feet) 


1 baseball field, full-size (340-foot foul lines)


3 baseball/softball fields (180-foot foul lines)


7 basketball courts (ranging from 25 feet by 50 feet, to 50 feet by 90 feet)


250 paved parking spaces

Partial Development (serving approximately 400+ children):


4 soccer/football fields (ranging from 90 feet by 160 feet, to 168 feet by 360 feet)


1 baseball field, full-sized (320-foot foul lines)


1 baseball/softball field (180-foot foul lines)


1 baseball/teeball field (125-foot foul lines)


130 paved parking spaces

Also included would be a multi-purpose office/administration building with snack bar and indoor activity rooms; a picnic area and tot-lot playground; a locker/restroom facility; and lighting structures for night-time activities.  A typical week would include 2 days per week per child with additional weekend games.  Weekday hours at the two comparable, local KARE facilities run early afternoon through approximately 7:30 p.m.  Saturday activities run from morning through afternoon.  There are no KARE activities held Sunday although KARE has sometimes made the facilities available Sundays to other users.  KARE currently serves approximately 2,000 children and young adults (K-12) within the San Gabriel Valley region.  The proposed facility would add to the local KARE program.

The property would be leased within a long-term lease agreement for recreational development between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the KARE Youth League and would be an opportunity to better serve recreation needs for youth of the San Gabriel Valley.  KARE would operate and maintain the new sports complex for the benefit of local youth while allowing access for pre-existing needs such as maintenance of the existing recreational trail to continue the vital linkage for enjoyment of the San Gabriel River corridor.  The project is consistent with the 1996 Santa Fe Master Plan, which governs Federal land development in the area and for which recreation development is a high priority; the parcel in question is designated as Multiple Resource Management (Inactive and/or Future Recreation Area).

Impacts to the setting’s natural resources would be compensated by a perpetual interest-bearing account to be administered, in cooperation with the Corps, by the San Gabriel Mountains and River Conservancy (SGMRC), a local quasi-governmental community-based watershed management agency dedicated to conserving natural resources of the San Gabriel River watershed.

A Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared for Public Review.  Environmental issues relating to the proposed project are discussed in the Draft EA.  The Interested Public is invited to review the project’s environmental documentation that will be sent to agencies and organizations and that will also be available for review at: 

www.kyl.org/santafe_ea.html  

(* Note the underscore — (santafe_ea) — between santafe and ea.)
and at the following public libraries:

	Azusa Library

729 N. Dalton Ave.

Azusa, CA  91702-2550
	Duarte Library

1301 Buena Vista Street

Duarte, CA  91010-2410

	
	

	El Monte Library

3224 N. Tyler Ave.

El Monte, CA  91731-3356
	Irwindale Library

5050 N. Irwindale Ave.

Irwindale, CA  91706


Comments regarding the Draft EA can be emailed to:

charlie@mountkare.org

This public notice is issued by the Chief, Construction-Operations Division.  For additional information please contact: Carvel Bass, Operations Branch, Ecologist, (213) 452-3392.

Please direct written comments (letters) to:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: Mr. Carvel Bass   CESPL-CO-O

P.O. Box 532711

Los Angeles, CA 90053-2325

Comments should be received by December 18, 2006.

Evaluation Factors
The decision whether or not to proceed with this project will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  The decision will reflect the national concern for protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefit(s) that may reasonably be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors that may be relevant to the proposal will be considered, including the cumulative effects thereof. Factors that will be considered include conservation, economics, general environmental concerns, aesthetics, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, soil erosion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, safety, and the general needs and welfare of the people.










